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The Transportation Research Board is a division
of the National Research Council,which serves
the National Academy of Sciences and the
National Academy of Engineering. The Board's
mission is to promote innovation and progress
in transportation through research. In an
objective and interdisciplinary setting,the Board
facilitates the sharing of information on trans-
portation practice and policy by researchers
and practitioners;stimulates research and offers
research management services that promote
technical excellence;provides expert advice on
transportation policy and programs; and dis-
seminates research results broadly and encour-
ages their implementation. The Board’s varied
activities annually draw on approximately 4,000
engineers, scientists, and other transportation
researchers and practitioners from the public
and private sectors and academia, all of whom
contribute their expertise in the public interest.
The program is supported by state trans-
portation departments, federal agencies includ-
ing the component administrations of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation, and other
organizations and individuals interested in the
development of transportation.

The National Research Council was organized
by the National Academy of Sciences in 1916
to associate the broad community of science
and technology with the Academy’s purposes
of furthering knowledge and advising the
federal government. Functioning in accor-
dance with general policies determined by the
Academy, the Council has become the princi-
pal operating agency of both the National
Academy of Sciences and the National Acad-
emy of Engineering in providing services to
the government, the public, and the scientific
and engineering communities.

www.TRB.org
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3 Introduction

Rural Passenger Transportation:
Finding a Way To Get Where They Need To Go
Peter Schauer

Lessons from history, an analysis of the new demographics, adaptations of
technologies, and the development of transit networks and intermodal
connections offer promising approaches to solving some of the transportation
needs of rural America.

4 The Trip to Town: Rural Transportation 
Patterns and Developments Since 1900
Peter Schauer

Horse power rapidly yielded to the horsepower of the automobile and the farm
truck in rural America in the early 20th century, this author notes, producing a
progression from dirt road to barn-raising road to country road to booster road to
state highway, and finally to the Interstate. But did this inevitable progression take
a wrong turn?

12 The Changing Demographics of Rural America:
What Are the Implications for Transportation Providers?
Sandi Rosenbloom

A survey of the extensive literature on rural demographics reveals trends that have
reversed decades of population losses, affecting economics, societal relationships,
and land use, as well as travel patterns and needs. The findings yield strategic
insights for rural transit service operators.

18 Intelligent Transportation Systems for Rural Transit:
Not Just for Urban Systems Anymore
Carol L. Schweiger

Adapting urban intelligent transportation systems to improve rural transit services
raises problems that involve operations, staffing, and financing, as well as service
coordination, data management, and communications infrastructure. But several
successes and initiatives are showing the way.

Surveying the Issues: Conference on Rural Bus 
Transportation a Continuing Success, 23
Randy Isaacs

24 Intercity Bus Links: Moving into New Territory
Frederic D. Fravel 

Integral to the nation’s surface transportation network, rural intercity bus services
have been developing mostly at the state level with federal rural assistance
funding. A range of strategies has been employed to initiate, preserve, and enhance
effective rural intercity bus links with other carriers, Amtrak and regional rail,
rural feeder lines, local urban transit, and major airports.
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Cover: Aerial view of rural
roadways; insets (top to bottom):
horses rescue a car stuck in the
mud, circa 1920 (photo courtesy of
Texas Department of Transportation),
bus driver uses wireless technology
to streamline rural services, and
intercity bus provides affordable
and accessible travel option to rural
residents.
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TRB’s 82nd Annual Meeting, held January 12–16, 2003, in Washington, D.C., featured more than 
500 sessions, including 115 sessions that spotlighted four theme issues: Security: One Year Later;
Congestion: What Does the Future Hold?; New Tools for Improving Safety; and The Route to
Reauthorization.

The May–June issue will offer feature articles on identifying and championing high-pay-
off, ready-to-use technologies in transportation; increasing the flexibility of transportation
energy sources; methods for preserving the profession’s memory; a historical perspective
on the critical issues TRB has identified and addressed over three decades; plus photo-
graphic highlights from TRB’s 82nd Annual Meeting—and more.
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features articles on innovative and timely research
and development activities in all modes of trans-
portation. Brief news items of interest to the
transportation community are also included,
along with profiles of transportation profession-
als, meeting announcements, summaries of new
publications, and news of Transportation Re-
search Board activities.
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CORRECTION: The correct web address for Maglev Quicklinks, included in the list at
the end of the feature article, “Traveling by Magnetic Levitation: New Technology on
the Move at Home and Abroad,” by Arrigo Mongini, Arnold Kupferman, and John
Harding (TR News, November–December 2002, pp. 12–18) is faculty.washington.
edu/jbs/itrans/maglevq.htm.

Thanks to Jerry Schneider of Innovative Transportation Technologies and
professor emeritus, University of Washington, Seattle, for pointing out the
typographic error and for creating a link to redirect readers to the updated website.

30 Point of View
Making the Connections:
Strengthening the Nation’s Transportation System
Craig Lentzsch

As Congress considers reauthorization of the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century, the agenda should include new funding for intermodal
transportation centers that can develop into an integrated public transportation
system and for bus links from rural communities to remote air and rail systems,
as well as a nationwide public transportation information system, according to
this bus industry leader.
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